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Klauser, however, made a marginal note on it, "fantasy and
lies," and never answered. In his pamphlet against the practice
of urine inspection, published two years later, he wrote:
"I know Hohenheim, whom you may call an obscurantist
rather than a Lutheran. I wonder whether he had knowledge
of nature. He knows some tricks, notably in surgery, and he is
more conversant with the alchemical sophistry. I also saw
what he did in Basle, which was some madness and igno-
rance." 7
Then the blow fell. While Paracelsus was in Zurich, Froben
rode to the Frankfort fair, ignoring his doctor's advice, and
died there of a stroke. Paracelsus, on returning, found the situa-
tion completely changed, and immediately wrote to his Zurich
friends: "While I was in Zurich I lost my best friend, whom I
had left here in good health. . . . Therefore, dear fellows, be
careful; death is always around the corner. . . . Farewell and
remember me well." 8
He also wrote an obituary which he read to his "dear com-
bibones" (fellow-drinkers) when he resumed the lectures. His
patient's death deprived Paracelsus of his strongest support in
Basle. Moreover, it temporarily submerged the fame which
Froben's almost miraculous recovery had won him. The Basle
doctors and the Faculty did not conceal their satisfaction. They
obtained from the Aldermen an order to investigate the causes
of Froben's death. All doctors could be held responsible for
the health of their patients. An unfriendly jury might indict
Paracelsus for murder through negligence.
FLIGHT
The drama, however, ended in a farce. The Catholic party set
a trap for Paracelsus.9 One canon, Cornelius von Liechtenfels,